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Context
 Survey of parents/guardians in Acton and Boxborough in 2009

 Purpose was to understand the beliefs and views of parents in community in regard to 
education, educational policies, and educational goals

 Data was collected anonymously

 Data was provided to Boston College to analyze and provide recommendations



Analysis
 1,308 parents/guardians responded to survey; 184 did not answer survey items and were 
removed

 Total of 1,124 responses to survey

 Responses to demographic items were condensed to provide one response per respondent 
(some items allowed multiple responses)



Demographics of Respondents

21.1%

24.2%

28.5%

26.2%

How long have you lived in Acton or Boxborough?

1-5 Years 6-10 Years 11-15 Years 16+ Years



Demographics of Respondents

9.3%

29.8%

44.8%

16.2%

Where did you reside and attend school in your school-

age years?

Acton or Boxborough Another community in Massachusetts

Another state in the United States Outside of the USA



Demographics of Respondents

79.1%

16.8%

2.2%

1.0%
0.4%

0.3%

0.2%4.1%

How would you identify yourself racially and/or ethnically?

White/Caucasian

Asian

Multi-Race

Hispanic or Latino

No Answer

Black or African-American

American Indian or Alaska Native



Demographics of Respondents

31.2%

48.9%

16.8%

3.0%

How many school-aged children do you have?

1 2 3 4



Goals and Visions
 24 items

 Respondents could select Strongly Agree, Agree, Somewhat Agree, Somewhat Disagree, 
Disagree, Strongly Disagree, or No Opinion

 6 point likert scale constructed with first 6 answer choices

 Mean values for each item reported; No Opinion reported separately



Goals and Visions: Selected Items
Item Mean % No Opinion

It's important for the school to go beyond academics when educating our students, to 

include an emphasis on becoming active citizens and critical thinkers. 5.21 2.10%

I believe there are other educational goals equal to (or greater than) preparing students 

to get into top tier colleges. 4.99 2.70%

The high school should do its best to increase its offerings of standard and college 

preparatory courses. 4.9 15.10%

Extracurricular programs can play as important a role as academics in positively shaping 

a student's potential. 4.88 1.70%

Performing and fine arts can play as important a role as academics in positively shaping 

a student's potential. 4.83 1.90%



Educational Values and Interests
 12 items for elementary

 11 items for junior high

 17 items for high school

 Respondents provided with a statement, followed by the prompt: “I consider this feature to 
be:”

 Respondents could select: Of greatest importance, Important, Useful but not essential, Neither 
useful nor negative, Not useful, Not important, Educationally harmful, or No Opinion

 Results reported for percentages of respondents selecting Of greatest importance or important 
and Educationally harmful



Educational Values and Interests: Junior 
High selected items

Item

% Greatest 

Importance/ 

Important

% Educationally 

Harmful

Junior High School

Balanced curriculum including high academic standards, performing arts, 

technology, athletics, and extra-curricular programs. 91.7% 0.0%

Focusing curriculum on high academic success through increased critical and 

abstract thinking skills, and organization. 86.9% 0.2%

Providing social/emotional support. 85.8% 0.0%

Support for self-expression and creativity. 81.5% 0.0%

Teaching and encouraging civic mindedness and citizenship (community service 

programs, and after school clubs). 80.6% 0.2%



Educational Values and Interests: Areas 
of Disagreement

Item % Educationally Harmful

Focusing curriculum on high academic success through increased 

homework. (Junior High) 18.9%

Opportunities for mixed ability groupings for reading, language arts, 

and math. (Elementary School) 8.8%

Focusing curriculum on high academic success as measured by 

standardized assessments, maintaining high test scores and course 

grades for the district in all measured areas. (High School) 8.8%

Focusing curriculum on high academic success as measured by 

standardized assessments, maintaining high test scores and course 

grades for the district in all measured areas. (Junior High) 8.7%

Performance on standardized tests (such as MCAS). (Elementary 

School) 5.5%



Additional Analysis
 Items were identified based on feedback from community members from all 4 sections (Goals 
and Visions and Educational Values and Interests for all three school levels) 

 Results are reported by length of time in town (either Acton or Boxborough)
 New to Town (less than 5 years)

 Lived in Town 5 or more years

 Given focus of study, length of residency seems salient when looking at shifts over time



Goals and Vision: by residency length

4.22

4.88

3.98

3.93

5.02

4.36

1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5 5 5.5 6

I consider standardized test scores to be very important for 
measuring the academic success of the students and of the 

school’s efforts to educate students 

I believe there are other educational goals equal to (or greater
than) preparing students to get into top tier colleges.

Our community (parents, teachers, students) has become too
concerned with grades and academic performance at the cost of

creating a balanced development (social health, emotional
wellness) of our students.

Lived in town more than 5 Years Lived in town 1-5 Years



Goals and Vision: by residency length

4.18

4.85

5.27

4.57

4.52

5.19

1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5 5 5.5 6

I am concerned that the standards of "excellence" at AB have gone
so high that students who would be considered very strong in other

districts are viewed as mediocre.

It is important for the school to better explain its educational
approach to those who are new to the community

It's important for the school to go beyond academics when
educating our students, to include an emphasis on becoming active

citizens and critical thinkers.

Lived in town more than 5 Years Lived in town 1-5 Years



Educational Values and Interests: High School
Percent Selecting “Of Greatest Importance” or “Important”

93.0%

84.7%

61.5%

69.4%

91.6%

82.3%

45.2%

72.3%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

Balanced curriculum including high academic standards,
performing arts, technology, athletics, and extracurricular

programs.

Teaching and encouraging civic mindedness and citizenship
(community service programs and after school clubs).

Focusing curriculum on high academic success as measured by
standardized assessments, maintaining  high test scores and

course grades for the district in all measured areas.

Focusing classroom practice on social/emotional well being and
stress management.

Lived in Town more than 5 Years (N=827) Lived in Town 1-5 Years (N=216)



Findings
 Respondents overall feel that school should emphasize a more rounded 
curriculum than just academics
 This is more strongly felt by longer-term residents than newcomers

 Newcomers tend to respond that standardized assessments and curriculum 
focused on these assessments are more important to them than longer-term 
residents

 Overall, respondents seem to feel that a focus on social/emotional wellbeing 
and extracurriculars is important



Recommendations
 Provide more information (or more detailed information) about the district and 
its educational approach to newcomers

Engage in public dialogue around topics that parents and guardians felt were 
educationally harmful

 Administer another survey focused on current policy pressures and 
demographic contexts
























